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Letter from Leon
Dear friends,
I hope everyone is well and that you are looking forward to the rest of the new year and what
God is going to work in your life.
The Word of God and the Spirit
‘Since you have been born again, not of perishable seed but of imperishable, through the living and
abiding word of God…’ [1 Peter 1:23]
The Bible has a lot to say about the glorious work of the Holy Spirit. It tells us that to do His work,
the Spirit uses the Word of God. He reveals, through the Word, the great love of God to sinners
in general:
“But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which he loved us” (Ephesians 2:4).
He also presents and offers salvation in Christ through His people. That is the task of all Christians
and preachers of the Gospel. It is to speak of the life, the death and the resurrection of the Lord.
Preaching is the proclamation of the life and work of Christ. It is also the explanation of what salvation means. When the Word is preached in the power of the Holy Spirit, these facts and their
meaning are presented. When that happens, the Holy Spirit also calls us to repentance. He calls
everyone to repentance, all men and women everywhere, “because he has fixed a day on which he
will judge the world in righteousness by a man whom he has appointed' (Acts 17:31).
And finally, the Holy Spirit calls us to faith in Christ. When we look at the words of Paul in his farewell message to the church at Ephesus, we see he preached “repentance toward God, and faith
toward our Lord Jesus Christ” (Acts 20:21). He called men and women to faith in Christ so that
they might obtain forgiveness of sins and inherit eternal life.
That was the way in which the Lord commissioned Paul on the road to Damascus. He said that He
was going to send him to the people and to the Gentiles “to open their eyes, so that they may
turn from darkness to light and from the power of Satan to God, that they may receive forgiveness of sins and a place among those who are sanctified by faith in me.” (Acts 26:18).
May we in the new year experience more of the incredible work of the Holy Spirit to glorify Christ.
Rev. Leon Keller

Treasurer’s Report - December 2017
Budgeted Expenditure for 2017
Budget for January-December
Income from offerings to date
Gift Aided offerings tax reclaimed to date
Investment income to date

£90,015
£90,015
£43,937
£7,685
£2,181
£53,803
-£36,212

Shortfall (voluntary income)
Income from use of premises
Other donations to date
Legacies to date

£16,525
£9,829
£50
£26,404
-£9,808

Income shortfall to date, against budget
Actual General Fund income to date
Actual General Fund expenditure to date
Income shortfall to date

£79,899
£83,828
-£3,929

Average weekly offerings compared:

£843 (Jan - Dec 2016)
£829 (Jan - Dec 2017)

Flower Rota and Flower Fund

Book Recommendation

Dear Friends
Thank you to all those who
arranged or donated money
towards flowers in the
Church over the last year.
The new list for the Flower
Rota can be seen on the notice board in the passage.
Unfortunately, there are a
number of vacant Sundays. If
anyone would like to add
their name to the list it would
be much appreciated. Alternatively, if you would
like to donate cash to the Flower Fund this would
be very gratefully received.
I'm sure you will agree it is lovely to see the
Church decorated so beautifully with flowers . After the service these are either given to the sick,
elderly housebound or to mark a special occasion.
You don't need to worry about arranging the
flowers, as I can organise for this to be done. If
you are interested in helping in anyway, please
speak to me in Church or give me a call on
755688.
Betty Thomson

I would like to recommend “Fire Road: The
Napalm Girl's Journey
Through the Horrors of
War to Faith, Forgiveness, and Peace” by
Kim Phuc Phan Thi.
Some of you may remember the photo of a
9-year old Vietnamese
girl running down the
middle of a road having
been burned by napalm.
This is her story. She
chronicles the agony of
her burns, her battles
with the Communist authorities who wanted to use her for propaganda purposes and finally coming to faith having fled Vietnam for Canada.
It is a compelling and very personal account of
her trials and victories which I would recommend to
anyone interested in why God allows suffering. It
is published by Tyndale and available through Amazon.
Ian Henderson

Living with Cancer? “Move More” will help you get Active
Move More Borders - Expert support to get you moving
Taking part in physical activity during and after cancer treatment can play a huge part in enabling
you to take back control. Move More offer activities like walking and gentle movement classes
and can provide exercise DVDs to use in your own home.
To start getting more active today, call the Move More Development Officer for a chat on 01896
661166 (ext. 311) or email movemore@liveborders.org.uk.

